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Development Manager
Who we are:

University Concert Hall Limerick (UCH) has been entertaining audiences in the Mid-west for over 30 years and has played a leading role in the Arts both regionally and nationally across that time. Since its opening, UCH has become a centre of artistic excellence, attracting some of the biggest names in the performing arts, contributing to the breadth and depth to cultural life in the Mid-West region.

Leading National and International Artists and Ensembles have performed on its stage including The Chieftains, Johnny Cash, Billy Connolly, Van Morrison, The King’s Singers, and Christy Moore. The Irish Chamber Orchestra season, Limerick Sings International Choral Festival, Limerick Classical Concert Series, and community arts concerts continue to be staples in the annual programme of events too.  

Annually, UCH welcomes over 140,000 customers across over 240 different events from Music to Dance, Musical theatre, Comedy, TV Broadcasts, Conferences, and its professional Panto - which alone brings over 25,000 young children and their families through the doors each Christmas. 

What we do:

OUR Vision

To be the Mid-West performing arts and entertainment centre of national and international reputation located in the University of limerick, creating distinctive cultural experiences for all our audiences on campus, in the region and farther afield.

OUR Mission

We will achieve this by:

· Providing high quality infrastructure that meets the needs of a variety of users.

· Building on our reputation as one of Ireland’s leading performing arts venues located on the University of Limerick campus. 

· Engaging national and internationally renowned artists and ensembles.

· Serving our audiences at both local and national level and playing an active and dynamic role in the arts ecosystem.

OUR VALUES

Arts Leadership: We are committed to playing a leading role in strengthening Ireland’s national arts and cultural infrastructure, attracting high calibre artists, and adding value to the quality of cultural life on UL Campus, the Limerick region and nationally.

Quality Customer Experiences & Communication: We are committed to providing excellent and unique experiences for all who visit University Concert Hall, ensuring all customers, promoters and artists are central to UCH’s business. Our internal and external communications systems are crucial to the success of all our initiatives.
Sustainability & Business Growth: We strive to continue innovating through our people, programmes, and systems, and to continue developing creative initiatives and opportunities for collaboration that foster and support learning and growth for artists and audiences.

Empowering our People: We listen and understand the voices and experiences of all our staff and stakeholders, including our partners in UL, artists and performing groups, managements and agents, promoters, customers, and the wider public.

The Role:

This is a new role so initially will be focused on developing a strategic plan and timeline for the growth of fundraising within UCH. UCH is working towards a sustainable funding model that will comprise of 3 key parts.
· Earned income from box office, hires, merchandise, and other revenue streams.

· Donors, patrons, philanthropic funds, and other targeted campaigns.
· Public Funding sources including UL, the Arts Council, Limerick City & County Council, Clare County Council and Capital Funding from the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

This is a great opportunity for an experienced fundraiser with a proven track record to work with a progressive, exciting arts organisation. 
The ideal candidate, will 
· Maintain and nurture relationships with existing partners and funders, while also identifying and securing new partnerships and relationships with corporate, high-net-worth individuals, and trusts and foundations.

· Be responsible for planning developing, organising, and directing UCH’s partnership and donor engagement activities including UCH’s Friends and Corporate Friends Schemes. 
· Play a significant role in developing and delivering UCH’s Strategy, contributing to the ongoing strategic development of the organisation.  
· Be responsible for helping broaden the organisation’s reach, increasing audiences, and sourcing funding to support its work.
· Increase and diversify funding streams to support University Concert Hall’s artistic ambitions across an exciting portfolio of programmes, including Panto, outreach, cultural partnerships, and special events.
· Manage and expand the existing Friend’s Scheme and increase income through targeting new members and bespoke cultivation events.
· Identify and secure new grant funding opportunities.
· In association with the Director develop, implement, monitor, and evaluate all Development activities in a manner that maximises contributed income for UCH’s operating and capital needs.
· Minimum of 3 years relevant work in lead Fundraising role is essential.
· 3rd level Qualification is essential.

Key Information for the Role
· The Role is based in University Concert Hall Limerick

· This is a full-time role. Candidates interested in home-based working are welcome to apply (max 2 days from home per week).

· Regular travel will be required, therefore access to a car and a full driving license are essential.
· Flexibility is required for events, travel, training, and participation in industry workshops, meetings, and events.

How to apply:

Applicants are invited to send a cover letter setting out their suitability for this position. 
(max 1 page) and CV to: Marie.Healy@uch.ie 
Any specific queries relating to the post can be raised with: 

Sinead Hope (Sinead.Hope@uch.ie )
University Concert Hall is an equal opportunities employer.

